U. S. Seizes 
All Patents 
Of Enemies 

Several Thousand 
Production Secrets 
Expected to Aid 


Post Stag Writer i 

President Roosevelt has or- 
dered seizure of all patents con- j 
trolled either directly or indi- 
rectly by nations at war with 
the United States, the Chief 
Executive announced yesterday. 

These carefully guarded keys 
jto production of materials which 
may make possible the manu- 
facture of better munitions will 
be made freely available for the 
[Survival War” of the V.iited Na- 
tions as well as for' the national 
leeds of America. 

Production secrets estimated to 
number from “several thousand” to 
25,000 and believed to be worth 
“billions” of dollars will be caught 
in the patents draft, officials said. 
Many Already Confiscated 
Many enemy-owned patents al- 
ready have been confiscated by 
Alien Property Custodian Leo T. 
Jrowley, who has been made re- 
sponsible for the seizure, the Presi- 
ient stated. 

Mr. Roosevelt emphasized that, in 
:ontrast to the practice at the end of 
he World War, seized patents will j 
lot be handed back to the enemy 
it the close of World War II. 

No technicality will be allowed 
0 bar patents seizure, the Presi- 
ent declared. Patent rights can 
e defined as property, he explained, 
nd seizure accomplished under his 
mergency war powers. America 
mst take everything it needs, he 
sserted, because the first thing to 
h is win the war. 

Mr. Roosevelt’s announcement ' 
ame after disclosures of patent- 
ontrolling, production-restricting ! 
lliances between big American 
rms and German industries in the 
lain associated with I. G. Parben 1 
idustrie, the huge Nazi dye and | 
lemieal trust. ' " ' “ ■ 

lay Prolong Hearing , 

Senator Bone (Democrat), ot I 


Our Effort in War 

By RobertDe VoS ^ ' 


Washington, chairman of the Pat- 
ents Committee that Monday began 
a second week of hearings bn inter- 
i national industrial alliances, told 


reporters last night that the White 
House announcement, in all prob- 
ability, would prolong rather than 
shorten the work of his committee. ; 

Bone said the President’s action ! 
would make it less urgent upon the ' 
committee to report out a bill it is 
now studying, which would au- 
thorize Mr. Roosevelt to issue pro- 
duction licenses under any patent, 
foreign-owned or domestic.' 

Survey Under Way 

“We’ll go right ahead,” declared 
Bone, explaining that, in his opin- 
ion,. the President had “simplified” 
the committee’s problem, giving it 
time for extended study of perma- 
nent revision of existing patent law. 

Senator Pepper (Democrat) of 
Florida, described the President’s 
action as a “salutary and necessary 
step too long delayed.” 

Many enemy controlled patents, 

I already have come into the posses- ' 
sion of Crowley, Mr. Roosevelt said. 
Meanwhile, acting under his orders, 
Crowley is directing a survey to see 
what patents are wanted,^ or 
whether, by research, processes use-, 
ful for the war effort can be de- 
veloped. 


u sj-utneue-fuel, food 

and fabric patents, drugs and bio- 
logical patents and electrical equip- 
ment and Diesel engine patents 
The President stated that he no 
longer is concerned about the ques- 
tion of whether German-American 
patent pooling agreements have re- 
sulted _ in restricted production of 
war-vital materials, as charged be- 
fore Senate committees. Patent 
seizures, he said, wiE be made re- 
gardless of whether patents are held 
by Americans or neutrals or are 
controlled directly by aliens. The 
subterfuge of neutrai or American 
control no longer wEl operate to 
protect patents, he stated. 

Hearing Touches on Black List ' 


In response to a charge made be- ■ 
fore the Patents Committee by Spe- ' 
cial Assistant Attorney General ■ 
Walter R. Hutchinson that his firm’s 
agreements with German companies 
had the effect of preserving the Ger- 
man economic position in South 
America. S. C. Kelton, secretary of i 
the Rhom & Haas Co., of Philadel- 
phia, -declared that his concern had ! 
anticipated the State Department’s i 
blacklisting of Axis companies in i 
Latin America by dropping its rela- i 
tions with firms on the British , 

- blacklist. | 

, Kelton said, however, he had been ■ 

, advised by Joseph C. Green, special 
assistant to Secretary of State Hull, 
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m February, 1941. 

Not an inch of shatter-proof plas- 

«or,i SlaSS i' Used in aU Antbrican 
■ planes would be available 

m this country had it not been 1 

tS Rohm 0I Tw y ’ S a § ree ment with ' 
^ & Hass fir m of Darm- 
stedt Germany, Kelton declared 
Offie American firm was accused of 
exacting royalties, payable in Ge?I 

“facture of the ma- 
terial for the Army and Navy. 


